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BEGIN SUMMARY: SOME MILITARY ASPECTS OE MBFR AROSE 
DURING APRIL 2 DISCUSSION OF VISITING ACDA COUNSELLOR 
NEWHOUSE WITH GENERAL BRANDT, THE DEFENSE MINISTRY'S 
ACTING DIRECTOR FOR MILITARY POLICY AND PLANS. DIS- 
CUSSION FOCUSED ON QUESTION OE WARNING TIME AND PRE- 
POSITIONING OF EQUIPMENT. END SUMMARY 

1 . BRANDT SAID THE MAJOR GERMAN OBJECTIVE IN MBFR 
IS THE ATTAINMENT OF A COMMON CEILING. ONLY SUCH AN 
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END RESULT WOULD PRODUCE A TRULY SIGNIFICANT AND 
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FAVORABLE CHANGE OE THE MILITARY SITUATION IN CENTRAL 
EUROPE. 

2. BRANDT SAID THAT, EROM A MILITARY STANDPOINT, IT 
WAS IMPORTANT TO SEEK IN MBFR AN ENHANCEMENT OE 
WESTERN WARNING TIME; (HE NOTED THE MC-161 DISCUSSION 
ON THIS TOPIC IN NATO BRUSSELS.) BRANDT SAID THIS WOULD 
BE VERY IMPORTANT MILITARILY IP REDUCTIONS WERE TO 
RESULT IN AT LEAST UNDIMINISHED SECURITY FOR THE WEST. 

3. IN THIS CONNECTION, BRANDT SAID THE DEFENSE 
MINISTRY ATTACHED CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE TO THE PRE- 
POSITIONING IN THE NGA OP EQUIPMENT ASSOCIATED WITH 

US FORCES TO BE WITHDRAWN IN MBPR. HE SAID THE FRG 
NATURALLY HOPED THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD AGREE TO TAKE 
THEIR EQUIPMENT OUT OF THE REDUCTION AREA ALONG WITH 
WITHDRAWN SOVIET FORCES. HOWEVER, BRANDT DID NOT 
BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD BE A MAJOR DISADVANTAGE TO THE 
WEST SHOULDTHE SOVIETS, IN THE END, BE PERMITTED ALSO 
TO PRE-POSITION SUCH EQUIPMENT IN THE NGA. THE GERMAN 
DEFENSE MINISTRY ASSUMED THAT, SHOULD A SOVIET TANK 
ARMY BE WITHDRAWN PROM THE GDR IT WOULD BE STATIONED 
IN THE RUSSIAN WESTERN MILITARY DISTRICTS AND WOULD BE 
MAINTAINED ON A COMPLETELY OPERATIONAL BASIS. IF THE 
SOVIET TANK ARMY'S EQUIPMENT WAS MOTH-BALLED IN THE 
GDR, NEW EQUIPMENT WOULD BE PROVIDED TO THE TANK ARMY 
IN THE WMD'S. THIS WOULD PERMIT THE TANK ARMY TO 
RETURN PULLY EQUIPPED, WHETHER OR NOT THEIR PREVIOUS 
EQUIPMENT HAD BEEN MOTH-BALLED IN THE NGA. IN ANY 
EVENT, BRANDT EMPHASIZED THAT THE GERMANS ATTACH FAR 
MORE IMPORTANCE TO MAINTAINING US PRE-POSITIONED 
EQUIPMENT IN THE NGA THAN TO DENYING THAT RIGHT TO THE 
SOVIET TANK ARMY. 

4. BRANDT SAID THESE GERMAN CONCLUSIONS ARE BASED 
LARGELY ON SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT ASSUMPTIONS THAN APPEARED 
IN THE SO-CALLED PENTAGON STUDY. HE SAID THE US HAD 
UTILIZED THE 30/23 DAY MODEL; I.E., THAT THE WARSAW 

PACT WOULD NEVER LAUNCH A MAJOR AGGRESSION UNLESS 
ACCOMPANIED BY A FULL BUILD-UP OF ALL NECESSARY 
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DIVISIONS, AND THAT THE WEST COULD EXPECT TO KNOW 
OF THE SOVIET BUILD-UP 23 DAYS BEFORE THE ACTUAL 
AGRESSION WAS LAUNCHED. 

5. BRANDT SAID THE GERMAN (AND GENERAL WEST EUROPEAN) 
VIEW IS THAT SUCH A SOVIET OPERATION WOULD BE LAUNCHED 
WITH TWO ECHELONS. THE SOVIET ATTACK COULD COME AFTER 
BUILD-UP OF THE FIRST ECHELON WAS CONCLUDED-SOME 59 
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OF THE TOTAL 86 WARSAW PACT DIVISIONS, OF WHICH 
30 OR 31 ARE DIVISIONS IN THE GDR, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 

AND POLAND. GIVEN THESE PREMISES, THE GERMANS BELIVE 
THE MORE CORRECT MODEL WOULD BE 10/3 DAYS. 

6. BRANDT SAID THIS LATTER MODEL OBVIOUSLY WOULD HAVE 
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON GERMAN AND EUROPEAN THINKING 
CONCERNING BOTH DEFENSE POLICY AND MBFR. FROM A 
MILITARY STANDPOINT, IT WOULD BE VERY IMPORTANT TO 
SEEK TO ENHANCE THE DEGREE OF WARNING TIME BEYOND THE 
THREE DAYS. BRANDT SAID THE DEFENSE MINISTRY THEREFORE 
ATTACHES SOME IMPORTANCE TO THE POSSIBLE USE OF 
STABILIZING MEASURES IN MBFR TO DOUBLE THE WARNING 
TIME FROM 3 TO 6 DAYS. 

7. IN CLOSING, BRANDT EMPHASIZED THE ABOVE CONSIDERA- 
TIONS RELATED SOLELY TO THE MILITARY PERSPECTIVE OF 
MBFR. HE CLEARLY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SOME OF THESE 
MILITARY CONSIDERATIONS WOULD HAVE TO BE COMPROMISED 
OR SET ASIDE TO SOME EXTENT IF AN OVERALL IMPROVED 
POLITICAL SITUATION COULD RESULT FROM THE MBFR 
NEGOTIATIONS. HOWEVER, WHILE BRANDT ACKNOWLEDGED THE 
SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL CHARACTER OF THE MBFR NEGOTIATION, 
HE SAID THE DEFENSE MINISTRY WOULD DO ITS BEST TO 
ASSURE THAT THE ABOVE AND OTHER MILITARY ASPECTS OF 
THE MBFR NEGOTIATION WOULD BE TAKEN SUFFICIENTLY 

INTO ACCOUNT. HILLENBRAND 
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